guests and servants, a separate house for the kitchens,
and more than the usual number of farm buildings.
The forest was close to the house and sometimes bears
came into the garden.
The families of Pilsudski's parents were nobles, with
a history reaching far back. Legend tells of a Prince
Ginet (Gee-net), a heathen chieftain of Lithuania, who
headed the delegation sent to Krakow in 1386 to ar-
range the details for the wedding of Jadwiga, the beau-
tiful giii^queen of Poland, and Ladislas Jagiello, grand
duke of Lithuania—a wedding that was followed by the
Christianizing of Lithuania and the federal union of the
two peoples and the founding of the famous Jagiello-
nian dynasty that reigned in Poland for two hundred
years.
At a meeting of the northern chiefs in 1430—this is
not legend but written history—Prince G-inet urged
that the Lithuanians should abide by that union and
consolidate the two lands. Old records show that the
Ginets married into six important families. In 1625
one of them inherited an estate called "Pilsudy" and
took the name G-inet-Pilsudski. To an expert in heraldry
one detail of the Pilsudski crest shows that this was
a princely family.
The mother's line, Billewicz (Bill-lay'-veets), goes
back still farther—to the ancestor of Ladislas Jagiello,
the Lithuanian duke Giedymin who in 1320 moved his
capital to "Wilno. Several times there had been mar-
riages between the Ginets and the Billewiczes,
The two families were then well acquainted. Jozef
Pilsudski and Marja Billewicz had been friends for
some time when they found that they loved each other.
He was nine years the elder, and a cousin of her mother.
They were betrothed during feverish preparations for
the insurrection of 1863 and were married very quietly
after it broke out. The bridegroom took no part in the
many skirmishes and small battles, but served as com-

